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A major public health problem in the United States, chronic pain

has been estimated to a ect up to a third of Americans. Recently,
the FDA released a statement notifying sponsors and manufactu
of long-acting and extended-release opioids of the need to devel
Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) programs in o
to ensure that the bene ts of this therapy choice outweigh

potential risks. However, research has not adequately characteriz

the current physician knowledge and practice in discussing issue
of risk and safe use with their patients receiving opioid

prescriptions. Additionally, little is known about the current
attitudes of physicians toward opioid REMS requirements.

This syndicated report uses a theoretical model to provide
consistent and reliable information on the factors involved in the
physician decision-making process of prescribing an opioid for a
patient.

ltems included within this report:

The factors involved in initiating a patient discussion
regarding risks and safe use of opioids

Factors that may increase initiation of this discussion

Familiarity of physicians with current opioid REMS
requirements

Educational requirements that might prevent a physician
from prescribing currently-available or emerging
long-acting or extended-release opioids

Physician agreement with proposed opioid prescribing
requirements

The perceived impact of opioid prescribing requirements o
patient care

Full demographic characteristics of all study participants

What are the current
physician decision-making
processes for prescribing
opioids?
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